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USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service 

Table 1.  Historical Highlights:  2009 and Earlier Census Years 
[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text] 

Item 2009 1998 1988 1979 1970 1959 18 1949 19 1929 1889 

All horticultural specialty crops 1  ........... operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
    Floriculture 2  ..................................... operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
        Bedding/garden plants  ................. operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
            Annual bedding/garden 
              plants 3  ................................... operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
            Herbaceous perennial plants 4  . operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
        Potted flowering plants for 
          indoor or patio use 5  ................... operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
        Foliage plants for indoor or patio 
          use  ............................................. operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
        Cut flowers 6  ................................. operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
        Cut cultivated greens 7  ................. operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
 
    Nursery stock sold (see text)  ............ operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
    Cuttings, plug seedlings, liners, tissue 
      cultured plantlets, and prefinished 
      plants 8 9  ......................................... operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
    Sod, sprigs, or plugs sold (see 
      text) 10 11  ......................................... operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
    Dried bulbs, corms, rhizomes, and 
      tubers 12 .......................................... operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
    Food crops grown under 
      protection 13 14  ................................ operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
 
    Transplants for commercial 
      vegetable and strawberry 
      production  ...................................... operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
    Vegetable seeds 15  ........................... operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
 
    Flower seeds  .................................... operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
    Other 16 17  ......................................... operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
        Aquatic plants  ............................... operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
        Cut Christmas trees sold (see 
          text)  ............................................ operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
        Short rotation woody crops 
          sold (see text)  ............................. operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
        Tobacco transplants  ..................... operations 
 sales ($1,000) 
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 1 Data for 1929 through 1998 include cultivated mushrooms.    2 Data for 1949 include greenhouse vegetables and mushroom operations.    3 Data for 1970 include vegetable plant sales of $16,802,715.    
4 Data for 1998 include flats and hanging baskets.    5 Data for 1929 include flowering and foliage plants.    6 Data for 1949 include cut flowers and cut cultivated greens.    7 Data for 1959 include only 
asparagus plumosus.    8 Data for 1929 include bedding plants.    9 Data prior to 1988 do not include nursery lining out stock.    10 Data prior to 1998 only include sod harvested.    11 Data for 1970 
include pasture sod from 70 operations with sales of $4,280,370.    12 Data for 1929 include sales of flowers cut from bulbs grown in the open and from forced bulbs.    13 Data for 1929 include 
vegetable plants grown in hotbeds and covered frames with sales of $2,076,498.    14 Data for 1970 include 1,884 vegetable plant operations. Sales included with annual bedding plants.    15 Data for 
1970 include 261 vegetable and flower seed operations.    

16
 Data prior to 1998 do not include cut Christmas trees, short term woody crops, and tobacco transplants sold.    

17
 Data prior to 1998 

summarized aquatic plants with nursery plants under other environmentals.    18 Data for 1959 at wholesale prices. Actual total sales were $585,751,415 and wholesale sales were $435,052,807.    
19 Data for 1949 at wholesale prices. Actual total sales were $467,346,986 and wholesale sales were $249,814,924. 


